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NELSON MANDELA 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [9.42 pm]: I want to make a short member’s statement tonight given 
that today is a very significant day in world history—the day that we farewelled Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, or 
Madiba, as he was known in South Africa. I am not old enough to have been around for most of the great leaders 
of modern times, such as John F. Kennedy, Winston Churchill in England, and Ben Chifley and John Curtin in 
Australia. However, I have been around in the time of Nelson Mandela, who was born on 18 July 1918 and died 
on 5 December 2013 aged 95 years. Nelson Mandela was an anti-apartheid activist. I recall that as a young boy I 
did a school project in year 5 on the apartheid system in South Africa and I was revolted by what I found to be a 
very discriminatory and segregated system. 

Nelson Mandela served as South Africa’s first black President from 1994 to 1999 and he was the first to be 
elected in a fully representative democratic election. Mandela’s government focused on dismantling the legacy 
of apartheid by tackling institutionalised racism, poverty and inequality and fostering racial reconciliation. 
Politically, he was an African nationalist and democratic socialist. He was president of the African National 
Congress from 1991 to 1997. He attended the University of Fort Hare and the University of the Witwatersrand, 
studying law, and became involved in anticolonial politics. He was a founding member of the African National 
Congress Youth League. When the South African Party came to power in 1948, he rose to prominence in the 
1952 defiance campaign and presided over the 1955 Congress of the People. 

Mandela was repeatedly arrested as a lawyer and was unsuccessfully tried in the treason trial during 1956 to 
1961. In 1962, he was arrested for leading a sabotage operation against the apartheid government. He was 
convicted of conspiracy to overthrow the state and sentenced to life imprisonment in the Rivonia trial. Mandela 
served 27 years in prison, initially on Robben Island, then at Pollsmoor Prison and later at Victor Verster Prison. 
An international campaign lobbied for Mandela’s release. Stevie Wonder recorded the hit I Just Called to Say I 
Love You in 1983 and Elvis Costello recorded Free Nelson Mandela in protest. Mandela was finally released 
from prison in 1990 during a time of escalating civil violence and unrest. He uttered the now famous words, 
“Free at last.” He joined negotiations with President F.W. de Klerk to abolish apartheid and establish multi-racial 
elections. In 1994, he led the African National Congress to victory and became South Africa’s first black 
president.  

During his tenure of the Government of National Unity, he invited several other political parties to join his 
cabinet. Mandela promulgated a new constitution and created the Truth and Reconciliation Council to investigate 
past human rights abuses. He also introduced measures to encourage land reform, combat poverty and expand 
healthcare services. He declined to run for a second term and was succeeded by his deputy Thabo Mbeki. 
Mandela became the elder statesman focusing on charitable work, combatting HIV and AIDS through the 
Nelson Mandela Foundation.  

Despite being a controversial figure for much of his life, Mandela gained much international acclaim for his 
activism. He received over 250 honours and awards including the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize; the US Presidential 
Medal of Freedom; the Soviet Order of Lenin in 1990—he was the last ever recipient of this award; India’s 
highest civilian award, the Bharat Ratma; the Nishan-e-Pakistan in 1992; honorary membership of Manchester 
United Football Club in 2006; an Order of Australia Medal in 1999; an Order of Canada Medal in 1998; and an 
Order of Jamaica Medal. In 2009, the United Nations General Assembly announced that Mandela’s birthday, 
18 July, would be known as “Mandela Day” acknowledging his contribution to world freedom. In 1993, he was 
awarded Time magazine “Person of the Year” together with F.W. de Klerk, Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin.  

Nelson Mandela, your long walk is over, your work is done but your legacy will live on forever. Rest in peace, 
Madiba, the father of South Africa. You were never resentful and drew strength from your adversity. You are an 
inspiration to us all.  

House adjourned at 9.47 pm 
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